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(54) OPTICAL VARIABLE ATTENUATER 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To provide an optical variable attenuater excellent in operability 
and safety. 

CONSTITUTION: This attenuater is provided with a photodiode 22 detecting 
the intensity of a beam from an external light source and control circuits 23, 
24 controlling a transmissivity of a liquid crystal panel 1 through which the 
beam from the external light source transmits based on a detection signal 
from the photodiode 22, and the control circuits 23, 24 control so as to 
lower the transmissivity of the liquid crystal panel 1 according to that the 
intensity of the beam from the external light source is Increased. 
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